Aspropotamos Society

O oUA\oyog Aspropotamos Society 16pUBnke mepl to 1952 amd
AOCTIPOTIOTOUITEG UETAVAOCTEG TNG AUEPLKNG, TIAPEUELVE EVEPYOG yla 50
TEPLIOU XPOvLa Kal €iXe wg KUPLO OKOTO TN cUOPLEN TWV UETAEU TOUG
OXECEWV.

KaBe AekamevtalyouoTto To HEAN TOU OpYAVWVAV QVTOUWUA OF
dladopeg MoAlteieg 6mou {ovoav Aompomotapiteg ue kKAapiva kat Pntd
apvLd o€ avafilwon TWV TOVNYUPLWV TWV XWPLWV TOUG.

JAUEPA O OUAAOYOG Elval QVeVEPYOC, TOPAUEVEL OUWC Eva
ONUOVTIKO KOMUATL TNG loToplag Tou ACTIPOTOTAMOU KOl XAPLWV TOU
Tlouptlwtn XpHoTtou AdLdKn UE LEYAAN XAPA TOV TOPOUCLA{OULE.

O Xpnotog Aaldkng eixe oto apxeio tou pia Alota tou 2002 pe ta
HEAN (amoyovol Ttwv Tpwtwv HeAwv) Tou Aspropotamos Society,
UETEDPAOE TA OVOUATA KAl TIPOCOECE KAl TNV KATAYWYN OCWV €€ AUTWV
yvwplle. Emiong, elxe oto apxeio Tou €va e€ALPETIKO KEIPEVO OTA AYYALKA
yla tov Aomponotapo tou Mapdikiwtn tatpou Dr. James Carratt (Anp.
Kapatlouvn) o onolo Kal pag HeTédppace otao EAANVLIKA.
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ASPROPOTAMOS "White River", is the longest river in Greece, it
goes through the Pindus Mountain range and empties in the Ionian
Sea across from the island of Keffallonia (Captain Corellis
Mandolin, island). It is called "White River" because the waters
are clear and the river rocks are white. The valley of the White
River is lush with forests, a lot of vegetation and small villages.

These villages were picturesque, quite romantic, dotted with
small homes. To name a few, KRANIA, KASTANIA, MILIA, TJOURTGIA,
GARDIKI, MOUTSIARA. At one time it took one to two to three days
by mule through mountain trails to get to them. During this mule
trek, the mules were loaded with packs containing wool shaggy
blankets (flogiastes), household needs to be taken to the summer

homes. Traveling was in the early hours of the morning and late

afternoons . In the early evening the mules were unloaded, the

packs were placed in a semicircular order, fern was cut to be
placed over the rocky mountainside as mattresses, the fern was
covered with blankets and you slept under the stars in the cold
mountain clean air. While waiting for the food to be prepared,
usually charcoaled meat cooked over an open fire, the muleteers are
singing folk songs, the kids are roaming around the mountainside
collecting oregano, chamomile, and flowers.

Those days are gone, roads have opened up in the mountains and
everybody is in a rush to go by car from TRIKALA to their village.

The few villages I have visited, KRANIA is like a Swiss
village in the mountains: TJOUERGIA in a valley with mountains
hovering over the village, next to a small river (a tributary to
ASPROPOTAMOS), GARDIKI is a crazy like Christmas ornament hanging
in mid air, a strip on the precipitous mountainside, MOUTSIARA next
to a small river, peaceful and somnolent. The inhabitants of these
villages in times past owned flocks of sheep that they brought up
into the mountains in the summertime; from the nameday of Saint

George and stayed until the fall of the nameday of Saint Demetrios.
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They produced milk, cheeses (feta), the sheep also provided them
with wool. The ladies had their looms at home and made cloth with
the wool for men and women's clothing, flogiastes, they would knit
socks, pullovers, etc. In the winter they would take the flocks to
the plains of Thessaly. Today there are no grazing grounds in
Thessaly, all the plain has been cultivated, so this kind of life

has died out. Most Vlach today are successful professionals and

'~ business people.

Our common bond that these villages had was ASPROPOTAMOS that
they spoke a latin derivative dialect called VLAHIKA. (There are
Vlachs in other parts of Greece and in other countries). The
Vlachs are fanatic Greeks. Some of the biggest benefactors of the
small Greek state were Vlachs.

AVEROFF donated a battleship to the Greek state which helped
the Greek navy in 1910 win a decisive naval battle against the
Turkish navy. The all marble stadium, a pride of Athens, the site
of the first Olympic games was donated by AVEROFF. The Greek
government did not have a stadium, nor the means to build one so
AVEROFF came to the rescue and built this marvelous stadium.

TOSISTA built the Polytechnical School in the center of
Athens, which is one of the prides of higher education in Greece.

Otherwise the villages were poor and during the immigration
wave in the early 1900's many of the young men immigrated to the
states. After World War II these aging Pioneers-PROTOPOROI had
their yearly reunions always talking about ASPROPOTAMOS, their
villages, their youthful dreams. At that time we were the young-
ster, these youngsters of yesterday are trying to re-establish the
bond that existed between these pioneers.

Let's hope we can interest our youngsters to'maintain this
bond.
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AZMPOMNOTAMOZ
latpdg Anu. AB. Kapatlolvng

O AZMPONOTAMOZI «AeguKOG MOTOUOGC» €lval O TIO MOKPUC TIOTAUOG
otnv EANada. PéeL Sla péow ¢ opooelpag tng Nivéou kat ekBAANEL oTO
I6viov MNéAayog, oxedov amévavit ano tnv Kedahovida (to vnol tou
NoxoyoU Kopé€Al). Ovopdletal Aompomotapog Ol0TL Ta vepd elval
olokdBapa (yapyopa) kot oL TETPeG AeUkéC. H  kollada Tou
ACTIPOTIOTAMOU ElVaL TIEPLTPLYUPLOUEVN amo Saon, moAAn BAdotnon Kot
ULKPA XwpLa.

Auta to Ywpld eival mMoAU ypadikd, TOAU pPOUAVIIKA HE Opopda
orutakia. Avadépw evdetktika tnv KPANIA, tnv KAZTANIA, tn MHAIA, tn
TZIOYPTZIA, to TAPAIKI, Tn MOYTZIAPA. Kanote xpetalovtav SUo e
TPELG NUEPEC HE LOUAGpPLa va $OACEL KOVEIG O AUTA Ta XWPLA PECA OO
xapadpeg kat PBouvda. Ito TafidL pE TA HOUAAGPLO, TA HOUAApPLA
doptwvovtav Ta OSEpata TOU TEPLElyav UAAAVEC KOUPBEPTEG Kot
BeAévtleg kal Sdtadopa AANa OVTIKELHEVA yla XPrion ota KoAoKalplva
volkokupld. To TtafidL ywotav Katd T TIPWIVEC WPEC N apyd TLG
QMoyeUHOTIVEC. Metd tnv amoyeuvpativy Siadpopr, ta pouAdpla
Eepoptwvovtav Kal ta SEPATA TOTMOBETOUVTIAV O NULKUKALKO OXAUQ,
gkoPav ¢TEPEC Kal TIG TomoBeTovoav MAVW 0To £€8a¢0o¢ wC oTpWHATA
KOl TIAVW OTIC TEPEC E0TPWVOV TIG MAANVEC KOUPBEPTEC Kal
KOLLOVTOUOOV KATW aro T aoTéPLa 0To Spooepo Bouviolo agpa.

Ooo mepipevav va yivel to Bpadvo payntd, to omoio ocuvABwE ATav
Pntd Kpéag ota kapPouva, ot Kipatl{ndeg tpayoudoloav SnNUOTIKA
TpayolLdla, ta maldld okapdalwvave Ot TAAYLEG Twv Bouvwv
ualevovtag plyavn, XapopunAL kot aypltoAovAouda.

AUTEG OL HEPEC €XOUV TIEPACEL QVETILOTPENTI, OLUTOKLVNTOSPOUOL £XOUV
avolxtel mavw ota Bouva kat 6Aot Blalovtal va TIAVE PE TO OLUTOKLVNTA
Toug amnod ta TPIKAAA ota xwpLd Touc.



MepIKA amo auTA Ta XwPLA TIou €xw emlokedBel eivat: n KPANIA mou
potalel pe EABeTIkO xwpld otnv mAayld tou Bouvou. H TZIOYPTZIA eival
Héoa oe pa Kolada StmAa amd £va MOTAMAKL TIAPATMOTAHO TOU
AIMPOMOTAMOY kat yupw yUpw mavupnAa Bouva. To TAPAIKI sival
oav €va TPEAO XPLOTOUYEVVLATIKO OTOALSL KPEUAOUEVO OTOV A€pPa Amo
e kKAwotn 6imAa oto PBouvd. H MOYTZIAPA &imda oe éva HLkpO
TIOTOUAKL N|PEMUN KOL UTIVAAEQL.

Ol KATOLKOL QUTWV TWV XWPLWV TaALd iyave komadia ano npofarta, ta
omola To KaAokaipl Ta mAyawvav ota Bouva yla Bookn apxilovtog amno
TN yLoptn tou Ayiou lewpyilovu €wg to $OLWVOWPO, LEXPL TN YLOPTH TOU
Aylou Anuntpiou. Ta mpofata maprnyayav yaAa, amd TO OMolo
dtiaxvave tupl, wg emnt To MAsiotov pETa Kal amod ta mpofata Enatpvay
HOAAL Kal ol yuvaikeg ¢tidayvave poluxa Kal okemaopata. Ol yuvoikeg
glyav Tou apyaAelol¢ ota omitia Toug Kal Udalvav upaopata and To
HOAAL kKol ¢Tiaxvave pouxa yla AvOPeEC Kal YUVOLKEG Kal GAOKATEG.
Eniong, mAékave KAAToeg, MOUAOBep, K.A.Tt. To xelpwva katefalave ta
Komadia toug otnv nedlada tng Oscoaiac.

Inuepa v umapyxouv xoptoAifada yia Bookn otn Oscoalikn nedlada,
KaBOTL OAa Ta Xwpddla KaAAlepyoUvTal KoL £T0L AUTOC O TPOTOG {WNG
g€xel xaBel. OL meploootepol PBAdaxol onuepa eival metuxnuévol
ETIAYYEALQATIEG KOLL ETILOTILOVEC.

O KOWOG pag SeopOG He auTd ta Xwpld Atav o AXMPOMNOTAMOZ, énou
O£ QUTA TA XWPELA OUAOUVTOV pLa YAwooa He AATIVIKEG pileg, n BAAXIKH
(Ymapyouv BAayxol kat og dAAa pEpn t¢ EAAGSOG Kal o AAAEC XWPEC).
Ou BAaxol eival ¢avatikol EAANvec. Mepikol amd TOUG HEYAAOUG
EVEPYETEG TNG MKPNG EAAGSag nAtav BAdxol. O ABépwd Sdwploe To
Bwpnkto ABépwd oto kpatog, mou Bondnoe to EAANVIKO VOUTIKO OTO
1910 va kepdioel oe MOANEG pAxeG to ToUpPKIKO vautiko. Emiong o
ABépwd mpoodepe owkovoulk BonBela va KToBel 1o KAAAUAPUOAPO
otadlo, éva otoAidL tng ABrvag, omou €ywvav ot mpwtol OAupmiakotl
aywvec. O Tooltoag £ktioe To MoAuteXVelo O0TO KEVTPO TG ABrvag, mou
glval n unepndavela tng EAANVIKNAG avwtatng natdeiog.

Kata T dAAa, ta xwpld Ntav ¢twyd Kol TNV TEPLodo ¢ HEYAANg
petavaotevong to 1900 moAlotl véol petavaotevoav otig H.M.A. Meta
1o SeUTEPO TAYKOOULO TIOAEMO QUTOL OL PEYAANG nALKiOG MpwTomopol
OKATIAVELG KABLEpWOoaV TO £TNOLO AVTIAMWHUA, OTIOU WAoUCAV Yl TOV



AIMPOMOTAMO, ta XWPLA TOUG, TA VEAVIKA TOUG Xpovia. Ekelveg Tig
ETIOXEG €UELG NUAOTAV VEOL, £TOL AOLTIOV aUTOL OL VEOL EKELVNG TNG EMOXNAG
npoonaboupe va dnuoupynooupe éva deopd, mou Ba sival cav To
Seopb MOV £VWVE TOUG TTPWTOTOPOUG EKELVNG TNG EMOXNC.

A¢ eAnticoupe OTL Ba UMOPECOUE VA EUTIVEUGOUE TOUG VEOTEPOUC VAl
KPOTH)OOUV AUTOV TO SE0UO.
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OVOMATENWVUHO
Agapis Tony

Alex Alexander
Alex George
Alexion Chris
Alexion Christopher
Alexion Constantina
Alexion Greg
Alexion Gus
Alexion Jimmy
Alexion Paul
Alexion Perry
Alexion Stanley
Alexion Tom
Alexion William
Anastasiou Lazarus
Anninos Nick
Austin Joseph
Arger Voula

Bacas Jim

Blane William
Balanis Paul
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Balanis Constantine
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Bambacus Larry
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Basdekes Virginia
Basdikis George
Batagiannis Chris
Berkley Edmond
Cocoros Irene Alexion
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Cochakos Alexa
Costan Dimitra
Costan Gregory
Damiano Michael
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Kokopog Ztaupog
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Kwotavtakou Afuntpa
Kwotavtakog Mpny.
Aaplavoc MuyanA
AavinAidng lwavvng
Anuog Xprotog
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Demas Steven
Dikos Stavros
Dikos Stergios
Dritselis Mary
Dritselis Victor
Economou Paul
Economou Sam
Bertis Elaine
Bebas John
Bebas Paul
Brown John
Boukourakis Paul
Cametas John
Cametas Sophia
Caras George
Carras Nondas
Carratt Arthur
Carratt James
Carratt Mary
Carrat Patricia
Charas Evelyn
Clessuras Arthur
Clessuras George
Cocoros Chris
Fekas Gus
Fekas Paul
Fekas Rita

Felos Anna
Felos Chris
Felos Jerry
Galbodes Pat
Geottes Tim
Geros Perry
Gliptis George
Halt Alice
Hansand Alfred
Hapsas Charlie
Harris Costas
Hemas Nick
Holevas Steve
Jaffers Alexander
James Gus
Jovaras Dino
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Karagiogis Greg
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Paras Gus

Paturis Mike
Podussis Patricia
Poulos Phillip
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Samaras Anna
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Samergedes Mary
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Schooley Barbara
Simirakis George
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Spanos George
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West Robert
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Zuras Peter
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